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**Seim and Spirit Mangrove**
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Seim is the *arbiter* of the Spirit Mangrove. They understand that they are only one mind, cannot see everything at once, cannot balance the immensity or complexity of Noiton’s ecosystem. To this end, they trust in the mangrove and put his focus on its immediate protection. In all else, *they let nature take its course.*

*"Life is like a river. It is possible to change the direction it goes in but we have no power to control it completely"*
*- Seim*

The Spirit Mangrove is *unique*, in that it contains the consciousnesses and memories of *every previous* Spirit Tree of Noiton. Each of them wields the light, but the most current, “true Mangrove,” orchestrates the efforts of the others to keep them focused on balance and the cycles of life.
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**Spirits**
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*Art credit: sipu_nya on Instagram*
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__Adaptations__
Noitonian spirits are the most *adept swimmers* of any variety of spirit. Their paddle-like tails allow them to maneuver in the water with ease, and they can *hold their breath* for extended periods of time. Noitonians also possess a natural *resistance to toxins,* allowing them to eat some things that would poison other spirits or shake off the effects of some venoms. Some shamans choose to further enhance this ability, immunizing themselves against a wide variety of toxins.
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__Culture__
The darkness of their surroundings can encourage Noitonian spirits to direct honesty, and even dark humor at each other’s expense. But they *form close bonds*. There is *safety in numbers* in the deep places of the forest. When in doubt, they seek knowledge and wisdom in their elders and shamans. Becoming a shaman requires knowledge, an attunement to the forest, and seeking a connection with The Mangrove. Traditional Noitonian garb and jewelry uses *animal skulls and bones*, especially among shamans. However, this intimidating outward appearance betrays their *welcoming nature*.
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__Ability__
**Soul Link** is the act of *connecting* with The Mangrove to borrow Seim’s light. *Few* are trusted, even among spirits, to put the balance of nature before themselves. Seim’s light in the paws of a Shaman is used to *heal* - to help things grow or regrow. Connection to the Mangrove allows the Shaman glimpses of knowledge and deep understandings of their home. But be warned, if opened too wide, the connection of Soul Link *goes both ways*. To take enough light to *revive another to life*, a Shaman must *give up their own*. Their light will return to the forest. It is on this precarious edge they walk every time they link.
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**Kama**
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Kama is a *massive serpent* that slithers throughout Noiton. She is ancient and bears *great wisdom*. She bears allegiance to no one, and can be *unpredictable,* ranging from helpful to openly hostile.
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**Moki (yes, Moki)**
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It is a strange and curious fact that, of the many perils of Noiton, its Moki are among the *most dangerous.*  After generations of encounters with all manner of carnivorous plants, venomous animals, and panther attacks, the Moki have learned to be *hard and wily.*  Each is armed with more weapons than most species can carry.  They have also learned (through many unfortunate accidents) to use every variety of *poison* available to them in the vast stores of their forest home.
It is not, however, the individual Moki that makes them a terror to all other creatures. For a Moki is *never far from their troupe*.  So much as inconvenience one of them, and you may find the entire clamber materializing from the shadows.


[1/11/2021 8:31 PM] danaart42
:NewCanvas:


[1/11/2021 8:31 PM] danaart42 (pinned)
**Dark Panthers**
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Dark panthers are large cats that inhabit Noiton. They have a *capricious temperament*, each panther acting independently from the others.  Panthers may be friendly, or maintain their distance. They may choose only to defend their territory, or may actively hunt spirits. *Packs* of panthers are *uncommon*. However, when they form, each pack shares an attitude towards other creatures they encounter.
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